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Actss. 38, 39, 

' Now I ſay unto you, Refrain from theſe men, ard let them alone + foi 
if this Connſel, or this Work , be of men, it will come t9 ought 

| But if it be of God, you cannot overihrow it 3 leſt haply ye be fau:d 
fighters againſt God, 
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Liberty of Conſcience Aſſerted, & 


IBERTY of CONSCIENCE ought to 

allowed in the dayes of the Goſpel in the free Exer- 

Cile of 1t to God-ward ( Without Compulkon ) in all 

things #elating to His Worthip, for theſe Reaſons 
following. 

1, Becauſe the Gezera! and Kniverſal Royal Law of Chrif 
Commands it Marth.7. 12. All things whatſoever ye would that 
men ſhowld do to you, do ye even ſo tothem: forth ts the Law 
and Prophets, That which every man would 
have and receive from another, he ought by Chiiſt's Rule tc 
give and all ow it to another, But every man is willing to five 
the Liberty of Nis own Conſcience, Therefore ought to allow jr 
to another, 

2, Becauſe, No man can perſwade the Conſciexce of another, 
either what God us, or how he ſhould be worſhipped, bur by the 
Spirit, which God hath given t6 1nfiruct man in the Wayes 
_—_ :: 

3. Becauſe, All Obedience or Service that 1s obtained by 
force, 1s for fear of Wrath, and not tiom Love, nor for (C 9n- 
ſrience ſake ; and therefore will but continue ſo long as that 
fear or force abides upon them. 

4. Becauſe, That by forc:7g, No man can make a Hypocy:te 
to be a true Believer ; bur on the contrary, many may be made 
Hypocrues, 

5. Becauſe, That inall forced Impoſitions upon mens Con- 
ſciences there is ſomething of the #7ath of man exerciſed, which 
works not the K1ghreouſneſs of God, bur rather begets Exmity in 
the heart one towards another, 

6, Becaule, that by forcing any thing upon mens Conſerences, 
as to matters of Fauh and Worſhip, many are hardened in their 
hearts agaunlt the things impoſed ; when as otherwiſe, through 
Love and genile Tiſirnthions their hearts might be perſmaded (© 
willing Obedience, 
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7. Becauſe, that Perſecution for Conſcience contradicteth 
Chriſt's Charge, Matth. 13. who bids that the T ares ( or falſe 
worſhippers) b2 ſuffered to grow together in the Field (or World) 
ll the harveſt (or End of the World. ) 

8. Becaule, Force is contrary to the end for which it is pre- 
rended to be uſed (viz.) the preſervation and ſafety of the Wheat, 
which End is not anſwered b Perſecution, becauſe the Wheat 
1s in danger to be plucked up : Gude" cq as Chriſt ſaith, 

9. Becauſe, ro force, is inconhiltent with the belief of the 
Jews Converſion ( and other fa!ſe worſhippers ) which 1s prayed 
for by th2 Pablick Teachers, and cannot be attained, if Perſe- 
cution for C oaſcience be proſecuted : 

10, Becauſe, they that impoſe upon mens Conſcrences, exer- 
cil2 Dominion over mens Faith, which the Apoſtles denyed, 
ſaying, they had no: Dominion over any mens Faith, 

11, Becauſe, Impoſition upon mens Conſciences neceſſitates 
them to ſin, in yeelding a Conformity contrary to their own 
taith : for whatſoever is not of a mans own faith, u ſin, 

12, Becauſe, that /mpoſirion and force wreſtles with fe 
and blood, and Carnal weapons, Which 1s contrary to the Apc- 
itles Dottrine, who ſaid, Oar weapons are not Carnal, but Spi- 
ritual, and mighty through God : and we wreſtle not with fleſh 
aid blocd. pe 

x2. Becauſe, there is but one Judge, Law-giver and Ring 
in and over the Conſcience, as the Saints have teſtified in the 
Scriptures of Truth ; and whoſoever would :atrzde, ſo as to be 
Tadge ani Law-grver over the Conſcience, ntrencheth upon 
the Prerogative of Chriſt, Iſa. 33. 22. James 4. 12, 

14, Becauſe, it is propheſi2d in Iſa. 11, The Wolf ſhall d;v:lt 
with the Lamb, and the Leopard ſhall lye down with the Kid, ard 
there (hall be no Deſtroyer ia all the Holy (Alonntaia ; and there» 
fore no Imp2/ition wpon mens Conſciences, | 

15. Becauſe, to :mpoje upon mens Co:ſciences for differences 
in Faith, is contrary to the Advice of the Apoſtle, who directs 
People to wait pon God to be ſatisfied, and not to the Magi- 
ſtraie or others, 10 be forced ; who ſaith, hereunto we have at- 
rained, let m5 walk,; and wherein any man is otherwiſe minded,G od 
ſhall reveal, even that niito him, 

16, Becauſe, 
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16, Becauſe, to force mens Conſciences, and to lay oaks up- 
on them, is to makg vord the Blood-ſhed and Sufferings of Chrilt, 
who fits upon the Throxe of the Conſcience, and gives liber:y 
there ; an commands us to ſtand faſt in that Libert y,and xt to 
be entangled through the Impoſitions of men, or Voah. of boulaze 
Cal. 5. 6. T 

17, Becanſe in all Nations the different Profeſſions avid Pere 
ſwaſtons of Religion, are either Friends or Enemics to the Govera- 
ors : 1* Friends then obliged by that Boxd, It Eemies then 
Chriſt”s Command 1s to take place, who ſaith, Love rvour Encmucs 
which if obterved, Perſecution for Conſcience will be avoided, 

18, Becauſe, Tolleration of different Per(wa tons 1n 'Re 1010# 
was allowed in the Fewiſh Srate,as not Incor/iftent with their Safe- 
ty, and thac in things contrary each to other, as the Sadduces, 
Phariſees, Efſeans, Herodians with Others, 

19, Becauſe, th: Tre Rel:g:ioa cannot be Preached un by 
force of Armes, and the Primitive Chriſtians deteſte 4 that Form 
of Proceed m gs. 

20, Becauſe, No man hath ſuch Power over the Soxls an! 
( oxſcrences of other men, as tO la ya Necefſ: y on them ro Believe 
that which they do not Belreve,or no; ro Believe wat they do Be- 
heve ; True Faith being the Gifc of God. 

21, Becauſe, If the Mag'ſtrate Impoſerhupon the Conſcience, 
he muſt either doit as a Argiftrate, or as al hrijtizze, Nor as a 
Magiſtrate, for then Heathens ( being Magiſtrates ) hve the 
ſame Power to Impoſe ; and ſo, by Revolutions and Conqreits, my 
cone to give Laws to Chriſtians, and C ompel tham to l[dolatry. 
2, Not as Chriſtiazs for that Contraditts Chrilt's ſaying, The 
Kings of the Gentiles exerciſe Lordſhip aver them ; bu: it (hall not 
be ſo among you, for all ye are Brethren. 

22, Becauſe, By the ſame Rule and Reaſon that th2 Mags 
firates of one Nation ought to Impoſe upon, and Perſecnte tor ( oa- 
ſcience,the Magiſtrates in all other Nations ought to do the ſame; 
and ſo the greateſt part of Mazk:ind may come to be Deſtroyed, 
thzre bein more that D:ſext, than are at Katy in Matrters of 
Faith and Rel! g10n. 

23, Becauſe, The Strength of Truth, and its Conqueſt over 
Falſity and Deceit, is beſt D:ſcovered by letting both have they 
Liberty, 
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Liber, from 19ward Compulſion ; For no doubt had outward 


Farce bz2n leſs nſel, th: prevalency of Truth had bean more ma- 
feſt, and that wile ſaying, truly experienced in the World, 
Vis, That which ts of God w:ll ſland, and that which 1s no: will 
come to mthing, 

24. Bzcauie, The D:ſciples of Chriſt are rebuked by him for 
deſiring ae Deſtruttion of thoſe that Were co;urary to Him, and 
would no: receive Him : which Zeal is ſharply reproved in 
His ſaying, They kew not what Spirit they were of. 

25. Becauſe, To Impoſe upon mens Conſciences, and to Deſtroy 
their Perſons for Differeace in Religion, is Contrary to the End of 
Chri(ts Coming, Wito faith, He cam? not to Deſtroy mens Lives, 
but to {ave them. 

26, Bzcauſe, People of divers Religions in one Nation, if »s 
tolerated, muſt ſome of them be deſtroyed, or removed by Bau(h- 
ment, If deſtroyed, the Conſtancy and Patience of the Sufferers fo; 
their Faith, moving Pitty and Comm:ſeration, makes men more 
ready to own, than to reject their Farth, and fo rather Mwlriplier, 
than /eſſens, the number of its Profeſſors, If Bamiſh'd, this ren- 
ders the Baniſhed as ſo many Enemnues abroad,ready upon all occa- 
ſions todiſturbe the Peace and Tranquillity of their own native 
Countrey, There 18 therefore, in order to the outward welfare 
of all Nations, a kind of Neceſſity for a T oleration 1n them of all 
Religions. 

27. Becauſe, To Imprſe upon mens Conſciences hegets a hatred 
againſt the Izzpoſers in thoſe who are Impoſed upon, and forc'd 
thereby to v:0lare their Conſciences towards God in matters of 
Worthip. 

28, Becauſe, Men are ( ommanded to be ſubjett to the Pow- 
ers that are, for Coxſcixce ſake,and therefore ſuch Powers ought 
not to Perſecute m2n for Conſcience ſake, being that is preſcribed 
for the rule of Obedience; The Scripture ſaying, Be ye ſub;e't 
zot onely for wrath, but for Conſcience ſake. 

29. Wefindic Aﬀerted by King James in his ſpeech to the 
Parliament in the Year, 1609. who ſaid, That jt #5 a pure rule wn 
Divinity, That God never loves toplant his Church with Qtolence 
and Blood ; and furthermore ſaid, /r was uſually the condition of 
( briſtians to be Perſecuted, bur not ro Perlecute, 


39, And 


FP 


EIKAN BAZIAIKH, Printed for R. Royſton, as followeth. 

Page 67. Inhis Prayer to God, he ſaid, 7 hou ſerſt how much 
Crueliy amongſt Chriſtians 15 afled, under the colour of Religron ; 
as if we could not be Chriſtians, unleſs we Crucifie one another. 

Pag. 28. Make them at length ſeriouſly ro confider, that no- 
thing Cholent and Tnjurious, can be Relrgrows. 

Pag. 70. Nor ts it ſo proper to hew out Religions Refermations 
}; the Swo2d, as ro polliſh rhem by fair a»d equal Diſputations, 
cniong thoſe that are moſt concerned in the Differences, whom, cr 
Firce, but Reaſox ought to convince, 

Sure in matters of Religion, theſe Truths gain moſt upen 
mens Judgements and Conſciences, which are leaſt urged with Se» 
cular Gtolence, which weakens Trmth with Prejudices, 

Pag. 11g, It being an Cffice not onely of Humanity, rather to 
#/e Reaſon chan Foe, but alſo of Chriſtianity to ſeek Peace ard 
enſue ze, 

Pag. 91,92. In point of true { onſcientious tenterneſs, 1 hate 
often Declared, how little I deſire my Laws and Scepter, ſhould 1n- 
treach on God's Soveraignty, which z5 rhe onely Ring of mens 
Conſciences, 

Pag. 123, Nordol deſire any man ſhould be farther ſubjeft 


wito me, than all of 1: may be ſubjett unto Ged, 
Concerning Oaths, 


P.26.The Iniojning of Dathes,upon People muſt needs in things 
doubtful be Dangerous, 4 1» chings unlawful Damnable, 


Some words of Advicefrom CHARLES the Fit, to 
the then Prince of Walls, now King of England, &c, 


Pag. 165, My Counſel and Charge to you ts, That you ſeriouſly 
conſider the former Real or Objetled Miſcariages, which might oc- 
caſion my Troubles, that you may avoid them, &C, 

Beware of | xaſperating ay Fattions, by che Croſneſs and Af; 
periLy of ſome mens Paſsions, Yumozs, 4 p2ivate Dpinions, 
Imployca 


7 
30, Andwe find the ſame things in ſubſtance aſſerted again, 
by his S9n Charles the Firſt,in his Book known by the Name of 


; 


iD 
Insployed by you, grounded onely upon differences in leſſer matters , 
which are but the Skirts and Suburbs of Religion, wherein a Charj.. 
table Connivance, and Chriſtian Toleration , often Diſſipates 
their ſtrength, when rougher Oppoſition Fortyfies, and puts the de- 
Fþiſed and ey party into ſuch Combinations, as may moſt enable 


them to get a full Revenge on thoſe they count their Perſecutors, 
Pag. 166, Take heed that outward ( ireumſtances and Forma. 
lities of Religion Devour not all, 
Pag. 164. Your Prerogative ts beſt ſhewed and exerciſed in Re: 
mitting, rather than Exatting the Rigor of the Laws, there being 
»o0thirg worſe than Legal Tyranny. 


——— 


Acts 5. 33, 34, 35. Gamaliel ſaid unto them, Ye mey of 
Iſrael, take heed unto your ſelves, what ye intend to do as touching 
theſe men, &c, 


AQs 18, 12, 13, 14, IF, 16, Gallio ſaid, If it were a matter of 
wrong , 0r wicked lewdueſs , Reaſon would that I ſhonld bear 
with you : But if it be a queſtion of words and names, and of your 
Law, look, yeto it : for I will be no Fudge of ſuch matters, © 


THE END, 


